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1 . WITH A MARATHON NINETEEN-HOUR SESSION THAT WENT ON ALL NIGHT, 
THE THIRTEENTH CONVENTION OE THE HERUT PARTY CLOSED ON JANUARY 6. 
TO NO ONE'S SURPRISE, MENACHEM BEGIN WAS REELECTED 
PARTY CHIEF AND A NEW CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF 585 MEMBERS WAS CHOSEN 
WITH INCREASED POWERS. THIS IS HERUT'S LARGEST CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
EVER AND REPRESENTS MORE THAN HALF THE DELEGATES TO THE CONVEN- 
TION. ELECTIONS TO THE COMMITTEE WERE HOTLY CONTESTED. THE 
COMMITTEE WLL CHOOSE BY SECRET BALLOT THE PARTY'S CONDIDATES 
TO BE INCLUDED IN THE KNESSET POST THAT THE LIKUD (THE THREE- 
PARTY GROUPING OF WHICH HERUT IS A MEMBER ) WILL OFFER THE VOTERS 
IN NEXT MAY'S ELECTION. IN THE PAST THE CANDIDATES WERE CHOSEN 
BY SMALL NOMINATING COMMITTEES. THIS CHANGE IS INTENDED TO BE 
A STEP TOWARD GREATER DEMOCRACY IN THE PARTY. 
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2. BEGIN APPEALED TO THE PUBLIC FOR CONTIRBUTMONS TO BAIL 
THE PARTY OUT OP ITS HUGE DEBT. HERUT FINANCIAL PROBLEMS 
HAVE BEEN A SOURCE OP KEEN EMBARRASSMENT BECAUSE MUCH OF ITS 
BORROWING WAS FROM ITS SUPPORTER WHO WERE PROMRUED SPEEDY 
REPAYMENT AND ARE NOW CHARGING THE PARTY WITH DEFAULT AND 
BAD FAITH. 
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3. WHILE WITH ONE EXCEPTION THERE WERE NO MAJOR POLICY 
SHIETS, THE TONE OF THE RESOLUTIONS WHICH WERE ADOPTED 
INDICATED SOME MODERATION. THE PARTY WENT ON RECORD AS 
WILLING TO SUPPORT ELECTORAL REEORM INVOLVING A COMBINATION 
OF REGIONAL CONSTITUENCIES AND PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION 
IN ELECTING REPRESENTATIVES TO THE KNESSET. IT ALSO EXPRESSED 
WILLINGNESS TO COMPROMISE ON BORDERS IN THE SINAI AND GOLAN 
WITHIN THE ERAMEWORK OE A FINAL PEACE SETTLEMENT. IT 
RECOMMENDED THE ERECTION IN SINAI OF JOINT ISRAELI-EGYPTIAN 
NUCLEAR REACTORS. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE PLATFORM WAS 
EMPHATIC IN CALLING FOR THE RETENTION OE THE WAST BANK AND 
GAZA STRIP UNDER ISRAELI SOVEREIGNTY. IT ALSO ADVOCATED 
WIDE SCALE SETTLEMENT THROUGHOUT "THE LAND OF ISRAEL, WITH 
SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON JUDEA AND SAMARIA." OTHER RESOLUTIONS 
CALLED FOR A MINIMUM WAGE LAW, COMPULSORY ARBITRATION IN 
ESSENTIAL SERVICES, A NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE LAW AND 

A NATIONAL PENSION LAW THAT WOULD COVER EVERYONE AND 
REEORM OF THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM. 

4. COMMENT: IN THE PAST HERUT HAD OPPOSED HANGING ISRAEL'S 
PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION FOR FEAR THAT A CONSTITUENCY 
SYSTEM WOULD GIVE LABOR A MAJORITY. THIS CHANGE IN HERUT'S 
ATTITUDE IS TESTIMONY TO THE LABOR PARTY'S CURRENT LOW STATE 
AS WELL AS AN ACCOMMODATION TO HERUT'S PARTNER IN THE LIKUD, 
THE LIBERAL PARTY, WHICH HAS LONG ADVOCATED ELECTORAL REFORM. 
SUCH GDFORM IS ALSO A KEY POINT IN YADIN'S PROGRAM WHICH 
APPEARS TO BE MAKING INROADS IN THE LIKUD'S STRENGTH AS WELL 

AS THE ALIGNMENT'S. 
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5. THE MOOD OF THE CONVENTION WAS DEEINITELY UPBEAT AND THE 
EXPECTATION OF VICTORY PERMEATED THE ATMOSPHERE. 

BEGIN'S HOLD CONTINUES UNCHALLENGED IN HIS PARTY, BUT OBSERVERS 
BELIEVE HE WILL NOT HEAD THE LIST NEXT TIME IF THE LIKUD FAILS 
TO WIN IN MAY. 

DUNNIGAN 
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